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Silver-lined seed beads are a great backdrop for 
lustrous pearls.

designed by Catharina Thomas

Careful bead selection results in perfectly shaped windows in a necklace or bangle

Peekingpearls
fIgurE 1

fIgurE 2

fIgurE 3

stepbystep
Necklace
Peyote stitch base[1] Sort the color A 110seed beads into four size groups (photo a, from left to right):

• Group 1 — rather small. Do not use the really tiny beads or any that are deformed.
• Group 2 — medium• Group 3 — large
• Group 4 — extra large. Do not use 
those that are exces-sively large.
[2] On a 2 yd. (1.8 m) of thread or Fireline, attach a stop bead (Basics, p. 8), leaving a 30-in. (76 cm) tail, and center 250 As 
from group 1. 
[3] Working in flat even-count peyote stitch (Stitch Work-shop, p. 44), pick up one A from group 1 for each stitch to 
complete the row 
(figure 1). Three rows of peyote have now been completed.[4] As you continue, begin and end every row in the base of 

this necklace with a bead from group 1, 

so that the two end columns of beads are consistent. Alternate stitching with the 
working thread and the tail to add rows to each side of the base:rows 4 and 5: With the working thread, work two rows of peyote stitch, randomly mixing As from groups 1 and 2 (figure 2, a–b). 

rows 6 and 7: Removethe stop bead, and usingthe tail, add two rows to the other side, as in rows 4 and 5 
(figure 2, c–d). 
rows 8 and 9: Use As from group 2 to work a row on each side of the base (figure 3, a–b and c–d). End and add thread as needed (Basics).

rows 10 and 11: 
Randomly mix As from groups 2 and 3 to work a row on each side of the base (figure 4, a–b and c–d).

rows 12 and 13:
Use As from group 3 only to work a row on each side of the base (e–f and g–h).

rows 14 and 15: 
Randomly mix As from groups 3 and 4 fIgurE 4

Sometimes the size variation found in a single package 
of seed beads can be a challenge. Use this irregularity to 
your advantage when you make this elegant jewelry set 
featuring pearl-accented openings.

a

PEYOTE STITCH

Bead&Button Online Project   1
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In The Beader’s Handbook, 
we featured a necklace- 
and-bracelet set designed  
by Catharina Thomas  
(inset above). Complete the 
set with a matching ring  
and pair of earrings.

Peeking 
pearls 
   ring and earrings
Nestle pearls in peyote stitch 
bezels to make elegant jewelry
designed by Catharina Thomas



a

b

c
a b

c

a

b

c

a
b

c

a

b

c
a b

c

a

b

c

a
b

c

a

b

c
a b

c

a

b

c

a
b

c

a

b

c
a b

c

a

b

c

a
b

c

stepbystep
Earrings
[1] On 2 ft. (61 cm) of Fireline, pick  
up an 8 mm pearl and 11 color A 110 
seed beads, leaving a 10-in. (25 cm) tail, 
and sew through the pearl again. Sew 
through the first A in the opposite  
direction (figure 1, a–b). Pick up nine As, 
and sew through the A at the opposite 
end of the pearl (b–c).
[2] Working in tubular peyote stitch 
(Online Basics), pick up an A, skip an A 
in the ring, and sew through the next A 
(figure 2, a–b). Continue around the 
ring, and step up through the first A 
added in this round (b–c).
[3] Repeat step 2 to work another peyote 
round with As. Repeat again with Bs. 
End the working thread (Online Basics).

[4] Thread a needle on the tail, and 
repeat step 3 on the other edge, but 
don’t end the thread.
[5] Sew through the beadwork to exit 
an edge A. Pick up four As, an earring 
finding, and four As. Sew through the 
edge A opposite the one your thread 
exited (figure 3, a–b). Sew back through 
the loop of As you just made, sewing 
back through the A at the opposite edge 
(b–c). Retrace the thread path through 
the loop, and end the thread.
[6] Make a second earring.

Ring
[1] On 1 yd. (.9 m) of Fireline, leave a 
12-in. (30 cm) tail, and repeat steps 1–3 
of the earrings, but don’t end the  
working thread.
[2] Thread a needle on the tail, and 
work a round of peyote on the other 
edge using As. Step up through the first 
bead added in this round.
[3] Continuing with the tail, work two 
stitches with As (figure 4, a–b). Using 
these two As as the base of the band, 
work in flat even-count peyote (Online 
Basics and b–c) for approximately  
24–28 rows, or half the desired length 
of the band. 
[4] With the other thread, sew through 
the beadwork to exit opposite the first 
half of the band. Making sure there are 
six As between each edge of the band 
connections, repeat step 3 to make the 
other half of the band. Test the fit, and 
add or remove rows as needed. Zip up 
(Online Basics) the edges to complete 
the band, and end the thread. w 
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Catharina 
Thomas lives  
in Gland,  
Switzerland. 
Her jewelry set 
was the grand 
prize gold  
winner in Fire 
Mountain Gems’ 2006 beading 
contest. Contact Catharina in 
care of Bead&Button.

Editor’s note:  
If desired, make the peyote 
bezel around the 8 mm pearl 
narrower. I worked a total of 
six rounds in the earrings and 
five rounds in the ring. – Julia

figure 1 figure 2 figure 3

figure 4

Materials
both projects
•	Fireline 6 lb. test
•	beading needles, #12

earrings
•	2 8 mm pearls
•	110 seed beads, 1 g each of  

2 colors: A, B
•	pair of earring findings

ring
•	8 mm pearl
•	110 seed beads
	 2 g color A
	 1 g color B
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CHAIN MAIL
Mix and match
jump rings to
make colorful
bracelets p. 94

Weave easy
butterfly bracelets
in your favorite
colors p. 42

3 exclusive crossweave
designs to make and wear

Watch these lifelike flowers

bloom, step by step p. 52 

Herringbone
blossoms

Wrap hourglass beads with wire – it’s easy! p. 104

SPECIAL SECTION
4 jewelry
projects 
Stitch and link

beaded loops  

Make 20 new jewelry projects for spring

ALL
PROJECTS
FULLY

TESTED

®

Get Over 100 New 
Projects This Year

Subscribe to Bead&Button Today!

Subscribe today to...
• Learn new techniques!
• Expand your beading skills!
• �Get scores of projects ranging 

from basic to advanced!

Projects use a variety of stitches, 
including peyote, herringbone, 
ladder, bead crochet, and more. 
All projects are fully tested and 
include instructions you can 
count on!

Plus, subscribers have exclusive 
online access! Post photos of 
your work in the Subscriber 
Gallery and download free 
projects.

Bead&Button 
magazine is your complete 
beading resource.
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Visit www.BeadAndButton.com/promo 
Enter promotional code: IK87D

Or call 1-800-533-6644 
Mon. – Fri., 8:30am – 5:00pm Central Time. Outside the U.S. and Canada, call 262-796-8776, x661. 
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